[Contribution of the "limulus test" to the diagnosis of endotoxemias and meningitis due to gram negative bacteria].
The "limulus test" may be used to detect the endotoxins of Gram negative organisms. Applied to the cerebrospinal fluid (79 specimens from 64 patients) it proved itself to be a very important contribution to the differential diagnosis of purulent meningitis (95% positive results, no false positives). However it can be used on the plasma only in patients with shock of suspected endotoxic origin.